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stances like CO,. However, there is no doubt that the as¬ 
sessment is required to include as many substances as pos¬ 
sible, such as chemical substances. There are no methods in 
Japan that are available for more than one hundred sub¬ 
stances. Consequently, it is important to develop the method 
that is applicable for most environmental loading substances, 
as far as possible. 

Internationally, impact assessment is now in a developing 
stage. Subjective judgement by the developers of procedures 
or LCA practitioners will unavoidably be introduced in 
weighting process and it would take time to meet a consen¬ 
sus to a certain degree. Currently, the improvement of trans¬ 
parency and reliability, and correspondence with an inven¬ 
tory database are quite essential in Japan and studies are 
required for the development of the advanced methodology 
of assessment for environmental impacts considering the 
problems noted above. 
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